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were reformed, the Church itself was taken
in hand. What was done was in the main
beneficial; but it was regarded as a succession
of outrages by the majority of the clergy,
and those who carried the changes out were
openly pleased that while they reformed
abuses they wounded feelings. Between 1832
and 1840 what was practically a revolution
was carried out. Supreme ecclesiastical
jurisdiction has been vested since 1832 in
the Privy Council (since 1833 in its Judicial
Committee) instead of in a spiritual court;
in 1833 a number of superfluous Irish sees
were combined with others, and at this point
Keble made the famous protest which started
the Oxford Movement. In 1834 began the
agitations against church rates and University
tests, which were to be finally successful
in 1868 and 1871 respectively. In 1835
a Commission on ecclesiastical revenues,
appointed in 1832, issued its report. This
was followed by the Act of 1836, which created
a permanent Commission with power (subject
to life interests) of reducing or raising bishops'
incomes and of abolishing a multitude of
prebends and other cathedral and collegiate
offices. To most of these no duties were
attached and the aggregate revenues were
considerable. The chief sources of income